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Meeting started / concluded:  7:30 AM / 8:30 AM 

Attending:  Mike Jamieson, David McCoy, Dan Morgan, Matt Pihl, Aaron Clodfelter 

Discussion: 

South Road Bridge presentation and review: Over 74 years old, span of over 100 feet and meets the 

subcommittee's criteria of being under the 50,000 lb. weight restriction.  Continually requires repair 

which would cost over $400K; or greater than $2M for replacement. 

  

There are only three property owners in residence along the road and it isn't required as an emergency 

route into Cherry Grove.  Given the costs involved we agreed that if the Gaston Fire & Rescue didn't rely 

on the structure to access the town, we would, in principle, recommend that the bridge not be repaired 

or replaced.  This was a good test case for our yet to be completed model. 

  

Returning back to the Functional Elements portion of the model:  The categories discussed were Detour 

for State Highway, Detour Availability, Project Combined with Others.  Discussions centered around the 

length and frequency of detours. Pongratz Road is an annual detour for RT 26 along that accident-prone 

corridor, as a worse case example. 

  

Detour availability refers to whether there is a viable option for time and distance for emergency 

response, as well as being available to carry the additional increase traffic and weight.  How to weigh a 

bridge where there is no alternative route versus a long/short reroute weighed. 

  

This led to another scenario: the three bridges on Old Highway 47 between Bates Rd and Mill Street in 

Gaston.  Is it viable, given our model, we would construct a new road there if the existing one wasn't 

there?  Is it critical for a RT 47 detour or for Gaston Fire & Rescue? 

  

With the Functional Elements completed we started on the three elements of the Environmental 

Section.  Those elements are Hydraulic Capacity, Scour Issues and Seismic. These will be the agenda for 

the next Bridge Subcommittee. 
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